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Abstract

Introduction: If relative values for services are not determined correctly, they might have negative
consequences on availability of care. In this study, we aimed to compare relative values of medical tariffs
determined in 1993 (known as the 'California’ book) with proposed changes to relative values in 2005
(clinical and diagnosis relative values); and assess the effects of the proposed changes on payment weights of
different clinical specialties and costs of health system.

Methods: In this descriptive cross-sectional study, we conducted a situational analysis, compared the
codes, and assessed the potential effects on costs. We, also, investigated views of different experts on
relative value changes of some medical tariffs in the proposed book.

Results: Findings showed imbalance between different relative values of clinical services in the country.

If the proposed relative values were implemented for different clinical services, payment weights for
different services would have changed considerably.

Conclusion: If the proposed relative values were implemented, the present imbalances between the
relative values within and between different fields of clinical services would have been reduced; however,
the total healthcare cost would have been increased.
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