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Abstract

Introduction: The aim of this two-phase study was to developdgteds for stewardship of oral health
system of Iran and to evaluate the current attamsnegarding them.

M ethods. Based on the modified RAND-UCLA method, a compreiivn review of related electronic
databases and the official web-site of internaticrganizations, effective policy statements relate
stewardship components were selected. Standards aaegorized according to the six sub-functions of
stewardship including generating and disseminatitajligence; defining strategic policy directia@nsuring
alignment of policy objectives and organizationslicture, regulation; exerting influence over alated
sectors via inter-sectoral leadership and ensw@aoguntability. Then the level of relevancy and amance

of standards were assessed using the experts'oopinin phase two, using the finalized list of dmnals,
semi-structured interviews with key stakeholderiial health system at different levels of policking
were conducted and the stewardship of oral hegfitesn was critically evaluated. The results of tatjon
sub-function are presented in this study.

Results. From 38 finalized standards appropriate for ewilgathe stewardship of oral health system
according to the opinion of experts, 18 were reldi® regulation. Most of the standards rejectedewer
included in dental health insurance regulation.l&at#on of this sub-function determined that cuthethere
are deficiencies in meeting regulations concernitd @valuating the safety and cost effectivenesdeoital
materials, and quality of provided dental caredbgnts. Also it was shown that implementation englties
and sanctions commensurate with instances of nailpeaat individual and institutions were not coetpd
attained. Regulations such as water fluoridatiomgperty rights and regulations to ensure the basic
conditions of market exchanges were either absemnty partially implemented. There were also some
weaknesses in regulations concerning the supplgeafists, especially their distribution. The fieldfsat
currently had some regulations, were those inirgldb labeling on products used in dentistry aodecing

the needs of disadvantaged populations

Conclusion: While the Ministry of Health and Medical Educatitvas achieved some stewardship
measures in the field of regulation, there are s@r@blems in enforcing the regulatory framework
especially in the private sector.

Key Wor ds:; oral health system, evaluation, stewardship, letiis
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