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Abstract

I ntroduction: In recent years, Iran's scientific growth has bieepressive. Despite increasing research
outputs and number of researchers over the pastyéans, there are still several barriers in coridgct
research studies. This study aimed to investigedblpms of and solutions to the research in demtist
Iran.

M ethods: This qualitative study was carried out using nomigr@up technique in 2011.We invited 22
dentists, expert in managing academic instituted @search centers in local and national levele Th
nominal group discussion was held in four staggdisting the problems; 2) classification of theoblems;

3) weighting the problems; and 4) presenting sohsi

Results: From 45 items outlined in the discussion groupit@is were classified as internal policies and
practices of the universities (weakness area), lahitems were classified as out of university peofs
(threat area). In the weakness area, the meaniseoproblem weight in both importance and influence
dimensions were 11.73 and 12.74 out of 20, respygtiln the threat area, the means of the probienght

in both importance and influence dimensions wei®9 %nd 10.12 out of 20, respectively. From 115
solutions provided by the participants, 72 onesawelated to the weakness area; and 43 ones wWated ¢

the threat areas. The results showed that estaigialresearch secretariat in order to identifytalaresearch
priorities (at national and local levels), promgtinommunity-focused health, and conducting goaéflas
research were the most applicable solutions.

Conclusion: The results showed that weakness area problenes mest important than the threat area
problems from the participants point of views. Bems that university management should design
appropriate plans to help academic members becamiidr with problems of the society and publishith
research studies. Appropriate infrastructure shdaddprovided to empower academic members of the
universities such as giving incentives and fadiliig rese3arch study processes.

Key words: research, dentistry, Iran
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