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Abstract

Introduction: Health status of societies is amongst the basiicés of economic and social
development and hence investment in this sectisrdivact impacts on social welfare and economiavijro
Low quality of health care and inequality in healdre expenditure contributions can lead to diffeferms
of social and economic consequences. This is tHa omncern of the public policy makers, in partawul
those who are engaged with health care servicesn¥din purpose of this study was to measure inggual
in health care expenditures in rural and urbansaoé#an. In order to compare the results of thentry's 5-
year economic and social plans, we measured tlggatity in the first years of the plans.

Methods: In this study, Gini coefficient, concentration img&akwani and Atkinson indices were used to
measure inequality in health care expendituresriamu and rural areas of Iran for the selected ya#les
used the household expenditure survey data calldstehe Iran Statistical Center.

Results: The results of the study showed that concentratfdrealth expenditures for urban, rural and the
whole households of the country had small fluctregiand few changes were made during the studgderi
Calculation of the total national health expenditushowed that Kakwani index was positive durirgy th
mentioned period. Based on the calculations ofAtk@éson index, inequality did not improve duringrjpd

of the study.

Conclusion: Health care inequality scores were relatively higiul there were volatility in inequality
figures. This fluctuation indicates that healthipplcould not have effective influence on healtlreca
expenditures inequality. Increasing inequality i do the relatively high inflation plagued the isb¢ and
regional discrepancy in access to the services.

Key words: health inequality, health care expenditure, KakwRrogressivity Index, Concentration
Index
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