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Abstract

Introduction: DRG is a patient classification system that cfassiacute hospital inpatients based on
their clinical similarity and resource homogeneife classification system was introduced in 197A0be
US, for performance measurement and quality assarparpose; however, it was mainly used as budgetin
and reimbursement tool. The purpose of this studg ¥o evaluate the feasibility of implementing the
casemix and DRG in Iran.

Methods: This study was conducted in two separate stagest, fie used a questionnaire to evaluate the
knowledge and attitude of hospitals’ managers tdvaarrent budgeting system, DRG and casemix. Then,
availability of patients’ demographic, clinical afidancial information in selected hospitals waalasted.

Results: About 60% and 66% of the respondents believedithplementing case mix and DRGs were
feasible in hospitals run by Ministry of Health spectively. The positive attitude of participantasw
correlated with their level of education. Clinieadd demographic information were collected in aBitals.
The accrual-based accounting system was only usedd of the studied hospitals.

Conclusion: DRG, in Iran, can be implemented in a short- neidrt period. Although patients’ clinical
and demographic information are available in Irdrespitals, calculating the DRG cost weight reciire
converting a cash-based to accrual-based accousyistgm. Resistance to changes among the hospitals’
physicians and staff can be reduced through pmavief appropriate information about applicationghed
DRG and its benefits.

Key words: DRG, casemix, hospital, Iran
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