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The meaning, causative factors, consequences, and future of the integration
form the perspectives of the supports and opponents of it
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Abstract

Title: The meaning, causative factors, consequences, and future of the integration form the perspectives of
the supports and opponents of it

Introduction: In Islamic Republic of Iran the medical education and healthcare systems have been
integrated for more than twenty two years. We carried out this study to reveal the meaning, causative factors,
consequences and future of the integration from the perspectives of the supporters and opponents of it.
Methods: Using purposive sampling method we selected four persons from each group of the supporters
and opponents. An in-depth interview was performed with each of the participants. The interviews were tape
recorded, and then transcribed. The transcriptions were read, coded, and summarized.

Results: Almost all of the participants inadequately defined the concept of the integration. The supporters
and opponents of the integration had contrasting views on the consequences and future of the integration.
The supports believe that the bad “management of the change” was the root cause of the challenges that the
integrated system is facing now, but the opponents see the problem in the very nature of the integration.
Conclusion: There is still a very wide gap between the perspectives of the supporters and opponents of
the integration this country.

Lessons Learned: The findings of this study have several significant implications. Leaders of the
ministry of health and medical education should bring the subject of integration into the daily discussions
and devise suitable systems for monitoring the performance of the integrated system.

Key words: Integration, medical education system, healthcare system.
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