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Abstract

Introduction: In the present study, structural challenges in the governance system of the Ministry of
Health, Treatment, and Medical Education of Iran were analyzed based on the network structure model.

Methods: The present qualitative study was conducted using a meta-combined approach. The study used
the findings of 19 qualitative studies, conducted between 2001 and 2018, and semi-structured interviews with
14 non-randomly selected experts of the Iranian health system. The Kapa-Cohen index was used to calculate
the reliability, which was 80%. Also, the Waltz-Basel method was used to assess the content validity of the
extracted indices, which was calculated to be 85%. Through the content analysis of the articles and interviews
with experts, the structural challenges of the governance system were classified into seven dimensions,
including policy-making and decision-making challenges, legal challenges, organizational challenges,
managerial challenges, communication challenges, financial challenges, and regulatory challenges.

Results: The findings showed that important challenges in the current governance structure of the Ministry
of Health, Treatment, and Medical Education of Iran include the instability of managers, inconsistent speed
of policy-making and changes in society, the separated activity of the Health Deputy and Treatment Deputy
of the Ministry, lack of defined inter-sectoral cooperation, lack of transparency, lacked knowledge of the
requirements of collective decision-making in health policy-makers, the lacked use of evidence-based policy-
making, inadequate budget system, and lack of control over the private sector.

Conclusion: According to the challenges and their importance, health policy-makers and planners must
provide practical and applicable solutions to address the challenges of the current governance structure.

Keywords: Hierarchical Structure, Network Structure, Ministry of Health and Medical Education, Meta-
synthesis
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