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Abstract

Introduction: Play oriented development provide an opportunity to achieve a state of good performance,
and individual and social wellbeing. The current study was conducted to analyze the early childhood
development policy, and to propose the play-oriented interventions.

Methods: In this Multi Methods research, health policy analysis triangle was applied to analyze the policy
and develop the interventions. Situation analysis was performed according to the national and international
archives, texts and websites, and in-depth interviews were used to stakeholders’ analysis.

Results: According to review of the documents and interviews with 21 stakeholders, the most common
problems indicating the necessity of the policy agenda setting retrieved as following: lack of national trustee
organization for management, planning, inter-sectorial coordination, monitoring and evaluation of children's
play and toys; the shortage of knowledge and attitudes of policy makers, managers, community, teachers,
and parents; and lack of high quality and standardized toys and play facilities with unequal geographic, age
and vulnerable groups distribution. Therefore, in the policy draft three major strategic targets were set, and
interventions were proposed accordingly for each involving sector and community participation program.

Conclusion: Finalizing the policy draft by holding consensus sessions with representatives of the
stakeholder organizations, it’s legitimizing, the formation of national council of children's play with
attendance of important stakeholders, and following up the implementation of the proposed interventions
could provide the possibility of achieving the policy objectives to reduce the social inequalities and meet the
health equity.

Key words: Policy Analysis, Early Childhood Development, Play, Toy, Social Determinant of Health
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