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Abstract

Introduction: Research is a major element for development ohtrims. Nowadays, budgets and
financial allocations are directed by research dedkelopment (R&D) issues. Investment in researach an
development units is considered as a competitivearstdge. Scientific gap between developed and
developing countries is measured based on theibaotitm of research and development activitiesdrious
economic, social and political issues. As thereddimitation for development, many developing coigs

try to follow developed countries and employ somdidators and instruments to measure the goals. The
purpose of this study was to assess some impandictitors of research and their trends throughsites

of the World Bank, UNESCO Institute for Statistansd other sources websites.

M ethods: In this study, using the latest available datérite series charts of the websites of the World
Bank, UNESCO Institute for Statistics and a numtfeinternal resources, the main indicators of redea
and development, including the research and deweop gross domestic product share of credits index,
human resources index, and the number of publisinécles were considered. Moreover, contribution of
various sectors in research and development funglaggassessed.

Results: Iran is in the first place among the Middle Easteountries, regarding the share of research and
development funds from GDP. The index has beereasad from 0.34 in 1970 to 0.8 in 2008. The number
of researchers per million individuals has beemaased more than twice from 2001 (335 researchars p
million) to 2008 (747 researchers per million). Tgrewth of scientific articles published in Iranshiaeen
increased six times from 2001 to 2009. In 2009,ctentry produced 6313 articles and has been raimked
the 2%' place in the world. Overall, 61.6% of the reseamsti development costs are funded by public sector.

Conclusion: The majority of the research and development eslicave remarkable progress after the
Islamic Revolution; however, the bulk of researciideets are funded by public sector. Moreover, [Edic
and decisions are not made based on researchstesult

Keywords: research, development, research and developmeaoaiads, researcher, research funds
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