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Abstract

Introduction: Cancer is responsible for an important part ofthezare costs. Policymakers need to be
aware of the costs of cancer to allocate resoyro@serly in health systems. In this paper, we drplle
methods of estimating economic burden of cancer.

M ethods: We searched published articles and reports retategtimating costs and economic burden of
cancer in known databases including Ovid Medlinepdss, PubMed, and Google scholar. Then we
reviewed the methods of selected studies.

Results: The economic burden of cancer is measured by ttesmonetary valuation of resources used to
treat cancer, or the loss of economic opportunieédsted to cancer occurrence and treatment. Tdreréwo
main approaches for estimating the economic bucdesancer: prevalence-based approach and incidence-
based approach. The prevalence-based approactrésamplicable; and policymakers are mostly intexst

in using this approach. In economic burden studieany perspectives are used for calculating costs;
however, the social perspective is more commorthénmost studies, costs are categorized in threepgr
including direct costs, indirect costs and intategitosts. Approaches to measuring the direct éostsde
top-down approach, bottom-up approach and the egemir approach. Human capital approach and
willingness to pay approach are used for measundgect costs; the human capital approach is more
popular.

Conclusion: Despite the importance of calculating the econoimizden of diseases for resource
allocation, few studies have been conducted onigkige in Iran. Researchers can use the methosisnbeel
in this paper to calculate the economic burderaater and other diseases in Iran.

Key Wor ds; cancer, economic burden, cost
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